ALARMIST  PREDICTIONS                    217

time there was no idea of putting down violence
but by greater violence. The gallows was in full
use almost everywhere, and even boys were
remorselessly hanged for their share or their sup-
posed share in the doings of " Swing." No one,
of course, could possibly justify or excuse this
rage for wanton destruction. Such a rage, how-
ever, is a common outcome of popular aneL social
discontent, and when it does break out it ought to be
regarded as a subject to be discussed as well as a
crime to be punished. As usually happens in such
cases, an impression got abroad that many of the
acts of destruction were prepared and instigated by
paid emissaries of the authorities, who were glad to
commend themselves to their masters by promoting
outrages which might tend to cast discredit upon all
popular movements in favour of reform. The Funds
went down, and alarmists began to predict that if
the Government did not show a firm front the
revolution in France would be followed by a revolu-
tion in England. Even in the minds of many who
did not carry their feelings of alarm quite so far as
this, an impression began to prevail that a serious
crisis was again approaching, that the Sailor King
or Patriot King was already losing his popularity,
and that a great division was again taking place
between the Sovereign and his people. Some even
of the strongest Tories began to think that the
Duke of Wellington would have to go out of office
before long. According to their ideas he had not
been explicit enough and decided enough in his
condemnation of the Reform movement, and the